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I knew the ride was going to be different as soon as I put on my headset. The excited opening chatter of the tour guide seemed to say "hold on to your hats kids - this ride will be something special...". And special, it was. For the next three hours, my companions and I went on a journey that included many sites I had never seen and stories that could only be told by a local "New Orleanian".

Boarding my 4-wheeled electric scooter, I had some time to do a little test-driving around the starting point. I must say that it was the most comfortable mobility vehicle I have ever been on in my life -- it even had rear suspension! Then off we went, beginning our journey with a drive by the impressive Morial Convention Center, one of the top 10 largest meeting spaces in the U.S. Further down the route, we passed by the New Orleans World Trade Center with its statue of Bernardo de Galvez guarding the entranceway to the famed Mississippi Riverwalk.

Approaching the river, we rode our scooters across the gangway to board the ferry to Algiers' Point. A short time later we disembarked on the South side of the river and made our way up the accessible ramps to the Jazz Walk of Fame. This unique area is home to the talking lampposts and street signs that showcase the rich history of jazz music in New Orleans. As we rode along, we glanced back across the Mississippi for a spectacular view of the New Orleans skyline.

After a quick stop for a morning beverage at one of the local eateries, we headed off back across the river and continued our way down the Riverwalk. Along the way, we stopped by the Steamboat Natchez whose calliope filled the air with music and cheer. The ship's powerful antique steam engines were particularly impressive, being built in 1925 and still operational today.

Continuing North, we arrived atop the wheelchair-accessible Moon Walk, overlooking the railcar tracks with their bright-red streetcars. Atop the summit sits a war-era cannon, long since welded shut and unusable. However, this cannon yields a tale from our tour guide. She tells us how a group of young people who, with a little hard work, managed to get the 90 year-old cannon to work, firing a cannon ball across the Mississippi!

Turning Westward, the Decatur Street entrance to Jackson Square is bustling with horse-drawn carriages and street performers of all types. As we venture down the accessible walkway, we pause near the entrance to hear the story of Jackson Square, originally known as the Plaza d'Armas. In years past, the square was sometimes used as military parade grounds and later as a common market place.

To our right is a young girl having a favorite flower painted on her arm. To our left are numerous paintings and sketches hung on the fence by the artists as they have done everyday for more than 50 years. I consider purchasing a small charcoal rendering of the famous musical venue, Preservation Hall -- my scooter basket will hold the purchase along with the several other trinkets that have collected inside.

As we wheel outside the famous Cabildo, site of the Louisiana Purchase, our tour guide tells us of how the Cabildo's walls are as sturdy today as when they were erected in 1795. Outside the building we stop to hear a 7-piece band and their rendition of "When the Saints Go Marchin' In. We hear that this is but one of the many live-in-the-street bands that travel the area entertaining during the week.

With many more stories and musical interludes along the way, we find ourselves at the completion of our tour. Getting off the scooter, I suddenly realize the significance of the tour operator's assertion of "a restful 3-hour journey". Not only have I witnessed some amazing sights and sounds over the course of the morning, but also I still have enough energy to take on another adventure -- deciding what to have for lunch: the Alligator or the Gumbo!
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